A Portrait of

3y Junijor Resident

Joyce painting a portrait of her father as part of a study of portraiture and realism for

her AP Art TV class
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VWihen Joyce Zhuang firstlearmed frow to hold & pencl at age twg, something amazing happened. She

did ot yet know how to wiite words, but loyee, now a seventeen-year-ofd senioy at River Hil High

Schoo), found a different way to express herselt. She explains, "My mom assumed | was holding pendis
and pens just fo imitate her But one day she discovered o piece of notebook paper asmall bt that

1 had drawn, ftwas nowhere near perfect but it was clearly a rabbit” Her parents were thilled tofind

that their young daughter had burgeoring artistc abiltes, ond they promptly envolied her in art fessons.

As an activity, art is unique in that, “One really does not need cer-
tificates or awards to define achievement.” However, Joyces art has
received its share of accolades. In middle school, joycé participated
in the Maryland Junior Duck Stamp Competition twice, acquiting
an honorable mention the first year she competed and third place
the following year. More recently, Joyce has been driven to improve
by taking Advanced Placement Studio Art. Joyce says that this
experience has pushed, “the boundaries of the traditional art that

I learned with my private art teachers. I found myself becoming
more creative, expressing my own life stories through my art.”

Art is an individual activity in which a person must rely primarily

on self-motivation. However, Joyce enjoys working in 2 studio with
other artists. She says, “They push me to achieve more, but it also
encourages me in that my ideas are not strange. They're unique and
beautiful even if other people dont understand because I know I'll
always have my family of artists who understand me.”

As an artist, Joyce’s work is central to her identity. She explains,
“My art makes me feel proud and content. It's my comfort zone
and a safe place where I can expresses how I feel. No one will judge
me because it’s art and all art is beautiful. Through the process of
creating a piece, I always develop a special attachment to it. People
have asked me if I would give my pieces to someone or scll my art,
and my answer is always no. Unless I started the piece knowing it
would part from me, I can't give it away. It’'s not just the time that

I put into it but also my heart and soul. Some of the portraits I've
done feel like my lifeblood, and they mean so much to me.”

Joyce's work has shaped her as an individual. She explains, “Tve
learned that humans do not have rigid limits when it comes to their
skills. T've pushed myself to what T thought was the limit but push- -
ing myself only helped me to improve more. 1 know that as long as
I push myself and stretch from my comfort zone, 1 can always do
better.” With this attitude, Joyce has created truly wonderful art,
which in turn has made the wotld a more beautiful place.




Joyee standmg next-1o a self portrast d.lsp[a.ycd atd chr HL[I ngh School A.rt Dcpartment awards ceremony, Accordmg to ]oycc, it reprcsents hcr “Love for food and

midnight snack.mg in my pajarnas”.

: -Foundé_d inthe 1970', Andonian's Carpet Warehouse
provides customers with a persorialized and unique,
1 on- 1 experience for quality flooring installations.

All types of flooring jobs from carpef to heated ceramic tilés.

We never charge customers for measures or estimates, and you are always dealing
direcily withthe awners. Offering very compefitive pricing, our goal is always
to meet-your budgetary needs. Andonian's Carpet Warehouse stilf upholds
its family. roots. Gwner David Andonian and his fwo sons Anthony and Andre
are carrying on the-family business prided on the expertise and knowledge
of the flooring industry. .

Contact us by email: carpetwarehouse@msn.com
or by phone: 240-876-7133 Available 24/7

Like us an Facebook!: http:/fwww.facebook:com/AndaniansCarpetWarshouse
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21-Day Purification Program

Balance Your Body and Metabolism
Receive a customized guide to purifying,

| nourishing and maintaining a healthy body and weight

Sign-Up Today for \Vorkshops and Support
' smita@smeetas.com

Frovided by:
Smeeta’s Integrafive Wellness Center
13410 Clarksville Pike - Highland, MD 20777
301854.9095 - www.Smeetas.com y




