FAQ of Ms Sasser regarding the IR & IM Research Programs 

What topics can I explore in the IR or IM research programs?

Each student chooses their own topic.  In the past students have studied everything from curing cancer to making French pastry!  The major requirement is that the student themselves is interested in this program and wants to explore learning on their own path.  In addition in the Intern/Mentor program participation is influenced by the availability of mentors and the geographic range that a student can drive to.
How do students find their internships & mentors?

For IM Students after they are accepted into the program the student and Ms Sasser conference regarding the student’s topic, interests, and driving range.  Then we do our research and send out letters.  Together we work to find the best placement.

For IR Students we spend the first month reading and narrowing down their topics then begin contacting potential advisors 

How are students in this program graded?

IR students are given a list of assignments and point values at the beginning of each quarter with lessons throughout the quarter.

IM student’s grades are compiled from 50% mentor grades and 50% classroom research grades. Mentor Grades include hours on site, evaluations, and summary journals.

How many students are allowed in this program?

Intern Mentor Program 35-40 students

Independent Research Students 35-40 students

What are the selection criteria?

Grades, Teacher Recommendations, Attendance and Behavior Records and an interview with Ms Sasser

How are Advisors/Mentors chosen?

Mentor’s and Advisor’s donate their precious time and talents to our students.  We contact them but they choose our students. 

How much flexibility is there in scheduling on site time?  

IR students schedule their site visits and interviews at a time that is convenient to both themselves, their advisor, and their parents.

IM students intern on site for approximately 5 hours a week.  Most go twice a week at a time that works for both the mentor and the student.  These times are highly variable. 

How long do you have to do a project?

The class is broken up along semesters. For the first semester students will write their paper; this is the culmination of all of their sources, interviews, and ideas. After the paper is finished, most likely the second semester, the students begin their data collection and product, which is the application of their knowledge to the greater community. Depending on the student projects can last 1, 2, or 3 years

How long can you work with a mentor?

IR: The class requires you to work with your advisor during the school year until your product is finished. Many students chose to stay in touch with their advisor for networking in college. You may keep the same advisor through your second year of the program but you are not required. Deadlines for the first year must be met according to the curriculum but the second year is more personalized

IM: The class requires 5 hours of onsite work a week. Students may do more than that if they please. Hours may also be adjusted on a personal basis. Many students stay in touch with their mentor once they leave the class, and some even return to intern over the summer. Students are welcome to keep the same mentor their second year of the class but they are not required to. 

Many students like their research subject and/or mentor placement and therefore continue over two years. Students in their second year of the program are not required to do the same project for two years and are welcome to shift areas of interest. 

What can you do over the summer?
Both Courses: Reading is the most important thing to do over the summer. Reading sources will help you to find your interest area. Students should start by finding something that intrigues them and work to find out as much about that topic as possible. It is also strongly advised to keep a list of people/sources read as well as questions that arise. 

IR: Students are encouraged to take all opportunities for experience in their field. This may include going to lectures on college campuses, summer internships or something as simple as visiting a museum. 

IM students are allowed to go onsite during the summer to gain more experience. Many students suggest that this reduces the stress of the first quarter.  Summer work: Students may continue their work into the summer. They are free to pursue any interests further. If they are taking the class again, this summer work, including hours on site, can be used for part of the on site hours in the class the following year.

In the GT IM Program for 1 credit you are required to spend 5 hours a week on site.  When you take the course for two credits that requirement doubles to 10 hours and some of the assignments increase in length.  Not all sites can give our students 10 hours.  Sign up for one credit and if you can spend more time on site we can always increase you to two credits. 

How different is this from Work release or just a summer internship?

Ms Sasser works with the mentors and the students to set up an educationally rich opportunity for each student on site as well as in school. Students in the GT IM program do not receive monetary compensation for their efforts but they do earn academic credit.  Their hours are certified by their mentor & Ms Sasser so students can apply them to volunteer hours that are required of many college majors(for example Physical Therapy).  Ms Sasser & the students create letters and abstracts that are then used in the student’s college application process.  Students are encouraged to join the larger community of scholars through the IM class, countywide interactions and systematic personal reflection and goal setting. Finally students in this program have an adult who is not their parent helping then navigate this real world experience.   

When are Applications due? 

Application will be accepted starting Monday, January 4th the deadline is Friday, January 29 2016. Due to increased demand in recent years students will want to turn in their application as soon as possible.  Applications are reviewed based upon the date they are turned in.  
One bit of advice from the GT Research Student Leadership Team….. 

Don’t waste time freaking out.  Do it

Stop by room 141 and we can address your specific questions.


