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Our Superintendent, Dr. Michael Martirano, has a bold Strategic Call to Action for our 
school system and broader community. “Learning and Leading with Equity” is a 4-
year strategic plan to build an instructional program that enables each and every 
student to reach their greatest potential.

Through this plan, HCPSS is focusing our resources and priorities to make certain that 
every child graduates from high school and is prepared for the world of work and 
ready to enter college.

The Strategic Call to Action embodies four overarching commitments to each 
student, staff member, parent, and community member.

We VALUE every stakeholder, whether student, employee, parent, or community 
member. 

We commit to ACHIEVEMENT by supporting every person in our system - both 
students and staff - in reaching milestones for personal growth that are appropriate 
to their goals and strengths. 

We CONNECT with students, parents and community members in ways that nurture 
and restore. 

We EMPOWER schools, employees, families, and community members to actively 
support student achievement and well-being. 
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[Fill in on slide: your school name & web address initials]

Parents receive news and announcements from our school and from the school system via the 
HCPSS News service. Parents are automatically registered for this service. Email messages are 
delivered to the contact information that you provide in the Family File. 

You will receive via Email:
• School newsletters & other communications
• System-level announcements
• Emergency notifications (school closings/delays).  

Text messages: Parents are given the option to receive text messages. Text messages are sent 
only for urgent/emergency announcements (school closings and delays, etc.) 
• New parents are sent a text message to opt-in for text alerts. If you didn’t receive this, visit 

www.hcpss.org/hcpss-news/ to troubleshoot. 
• Text alerts will be sent to the mobile phone number identified in the Family File.
• If you were already opted-in to receive text messages last year, and your phone number has 

not changed, you do not need to opt-in again.

Our school website is a one-stop destination where you can quickly find: 
• School calendar 
• Announcements and news
• Academic departments
• Student activities, sports, clubs
• Staff directory and email links
• Services including school meals
• Quick Links to HCPSS Connect, system website, and other school and system resources for 

students and parents

The HCPSS website (www.hcpss.org) is a rich resource for news and information about the 
school system. 
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The Family File on HCPSS Connect provides important information about your 
student. All information is confidential.

It is important that parents update the Family File each year with current data 
about your student including:
• Parent emails and phone numbers
• Student medical contact data
• After-school transportation options
• Data privacy options

Log into HCPSS Connect and click the My Account tab.  Save your changes by 
clicking the Update Account button.

Parents can make changes in the Family File at any time during the year.

Parents without online access can provide this information through a paper 
“Emergency Procedure and Confidential Student Information” form. Contact the 
school office for a copy of this form.

Athletic participation forms can be completed online in Synergy.
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Students can file a 2019–20 FAFSA as early as Oct. 1, 2018 . This earlier submission 
date enables students to complete and submit a FAFSA as early as October 1 every 
year.

Students are required to report income information from an earlier tax year. For 
example, on the 2019–20 FAFSA, students (and parents, as appropriate) will report 
their 2017 income information, rather than their 2018 income information. 

Students should submit a FAFSA application in the fall of their senior year. 
Financial aid is distributed on a first come, first served basis, so early application is 
encouraged. ALL students should apply–even if they may not be eligible for need-
based aid.

FAFSA is used by many colleges and scholarship organizations as part of application 
requirements. 

The deadline for Federal and Maryland applications is March 1, 2019.
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Every high school student can take advantage of expanded opportunities to earn 
dual credit at Howard Community College (HCC) through JumpStart. JumpStart 
dual enrollment programs are designed to give students a jump on their college 
education and prepare them for a career by earning industry certifications while 
still in high school. 

Participating students will gain college credits, explore possible careers, or earn an 
associates degree within a nurturing and inclusive environment. 

JumpStart is a partnership between HCPSS and Howard Community College.

Tonight we have a member of the JumpStart team available to answer any 
questions that you may have about these opportunities for your student.
LaRee Siddiqui
Dorothy Plantz
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At RHHS we will provide a global platform of excellence:
1 - world-class curriculum 
2- amazing teachers with passion and expertise for the subject they teach
3- great students who care about their achievement, their families, and their 
community
4- awesome opportunities for early college credit through JumpStart 
5- a globally competitive education for all RHHS students who come from all over 
Howard County
6- a true commitment that graduation requirements can be achieved in 2,000,000 
minutes, or as a President of Princeton University (Woodrow Wilson) once reassured 
an anxious parent, “We guarantee satisfaction of you will get your child back!”
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Tonight is fast-paced!  You will be able to put a teacher face with a teacher name, 
learn about the course, and find everything you might need for the course in Canvas.  
Have fun!
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